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Coca-Cola UNITED Celebrates Opening of $10M Panama City Sales Center 
New Facility Benefits Associates, Customers along Florida’s Emerald Coast  

 
Panama City, Fla. (March 24, 2022) – Panama City Coca-Cola Bottling Company, a sales center of 
Coca-Cola Bottling Company United, Inc., (UNITED), today celebrated the grand opening of its new 
$10 million facility at 2825 Forester Trail in Cedar Grove Commerce Park. The 24,000-square-foot 
space houses a sales and distribution center, warehouse, fleet maintenance operation and 
administrative offices – a benefit to both associates and customers.  

The new facility represents a 13 percent increase in local jobs (82 to 94 associates), a 17 percent 
increase in customers (1,162 to 1,400) and a 36 percent increase in consumers (220,000 to 
300,000). Panama City Coca-Cola is one of the newest members of the Coca-Cola UNITED family, 
joining the company in November 2017.  

Coca-Cola UNITED President and CEO John Sherman, who over the years has attended numerous 
celebrations, said in his remarks that no grand opening was more special or gratifying than today’s 
event in Panama City.  

“Nearly 42 months ago, the nation watched in horror as Hurricane Michael fiercely bore down on 
this community, leaving catastrophic devastation in its wake,” Sherman said, adding that the former 
Panama City Coca-Cola facility suffered severe damage in the storm.  

“As we watched this community rebuild, this is what you have taught us all – never underestimate 
the power of the human spirit and never question the importance of teamwork.  After seeing the 
damage to our facility, we committed to each other that we would begin immediately planning for 
this day. And here we are!” Sherman said.   

mailto:cassandramickens@ccbcu.com


Panama City Sales Center Manager Paul Corbin said the grand opening has been a long time coming 
for he and fellow associates, all of whom are excited to see the new facility in operation. Corbin 
added the new facility creates an improved work environment for associates and provides more 
distribution capacity to better serve customers, consumers and communities.  

“This investment by Coca-Cola UNITED demonstrates our long-term commitment to Bay County, all 
of our local communities, our loyal customers, and last but not least, our associates,” Corbin said. 

Panama City Coca-Cola delivers more than 2.9 million cases of beverages from the vast Coca-Cola 
portfolio to its customers across Northwest Florida annually. The local bottler’s distribution 
territory spans seven counties along the Emerald Coast, stretching east from Rosemary Beach to 
Eastpoint, and north from Vernon to Bristol.  

After remarks by Coca-Cola UNITED executives and local government officials, the official ribbon 
cutting and lunch followed. COVID-19 protocols were adhered to onsite.  

–  Stand UNITED –  

About Coca-Bottling Company United, Inc. 

Coca-Cola Bottling Company United, Inc., founded in 1902 and headquartered in Birmingham, 
Alabama, is the second largest privately held Coca-Cola bottler in North America and the third 
largest bottler of Coca-Cola products in the U.S.  Now with its fifth generation of family working 
in the business, Coca-Cola UNITED has approximately 10,000 associates located in more than 50 
facilities across six southeastern states (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Tennessee).  Historically significant franchises within our Coca-Cola UNITED family include 
Chattanooga, the world’s first Coca-Cola bottler; Atlanta, home of the worldwide Coca-Cola System; 
and Columbus, Georgia, development site of the original Coca-Cola formula. 

Coca-Cola UNITED is engaged in the production, marketing and distribution of a diverse 
portfolio of leading sparkling (Coca-Cola®, Diet Coke®, Coke Zero Sugar®, Dr Pepper®, 
Sprite®, AHA® and Fanta®) and still (smartwater®, Dasani®, POWERADE®, BODYARMOR®, 
Fairlife®, Gold Peak®, Monster® and Minute Maid®) non-alcoholic brands under exclusive 
franchise agreements principally with The Coca-Cola Company® and Keurig Dr Pepper®. 

For 120 years, Coca-Cola UNITED has remained true to its foundational core values of Quality, 
Excellence, Integrity and Respect.  Local relationships, personalized customer service and strong 
community engagement have been the foundation of our business for more than a century.  Each 
year, millions of dollars are invested in our local communities, supporting education, community 
development, sustainability and nonprofit organizations that empower and impact those in 
need. For more information, visit cocacolaunited.com.  
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